Indian Express ND 01/05/2012

Newspaper Clips

May 1, 2012

Page 10of 9

p-3

RS passes Bill to set up eight new IITs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

THE Rajya Sabha on Mon-
day passed the Institutes of
Technology (Amendment)
Bill, 2011, and the National
Institutes of Technology
(Amendment) Bill, 2010.
The Institutes of Tech-
nology (Amendment) Bill,
2011, already passed by the
Lok Sabha, secks to set up
eight new Indian Institutes
of Technology * in
Bhubaneswar, Gandhina-
gar, Hyderabad, Indore,
Jodhpur, Mandi, Patna and
Ropar and integrate the In-
stitute of Technology and
Banaras Hindu University.

The institutions which were
mentioned in the Bill will be
declared institutions of na-

tional importance as per the

amended Act.
The National Institutes
of Technology (Amend-

- ment) Bill, 2010, also passed

by the Lok Sabha, declares
certain institutions of tech-
nology as institutions of na-
tional importance and secks
to add five Indian Institutes
of Science Education and
Research - established in
Kolkata, Pune, Mohali,
Bhopal and Thiruvanantha-
puram — as institutions of
national importance.

With the RS passing
these two Bills, lakhs of stu-

dents of Indian Institutes of
Science Education and Re-
search will get their degrees
and eight new IITs will get
their status.

The Bills were intro-
duced by HRD Minister
Kapil Sibal, who said that 20
NITs were covered under
the Act and with amend-
ments not being passed, stu-
dents were waiting to get
their degrees. “Children are
waiting and crying for their
degrees... one year has
passed since they have
passed out,” Sibal pointed
out. “We should not be held
responsible for the delay in
degrees to students, who
have worked hard and are

waiting for this,” he said.

He added that the gov-
ernment has included almost
all recommendations of the
Standing Committee in this
regard. “Today, in the 21st
century, we must move to-
wards setting up centres of
excellence... until we do that,
Idon’t think we can compete
with the world... the new
PhDs in India are still
abysmally low..We must
move away from government
support...I have freed strings
attached with funding of in-
stitutions and made them
more autonomaus,” he said.

The Bill was moved
among uproar from BJP
members,
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2 key edu Bills passed by
RS as Sibal tones down

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: With HRD minis-
ter Kapil Sibal at his concilia-
torybest to disarm the opposi-
tion’s indignation against his
legislative agenda, the Rajya
Sabha on Monday passed two
key Bills toenable students of
Indian Institutes of Science
Education and Research get
their degrees and give eight
new II'Ts their status through
an Act of Parliament.

Arelieved Sibal expressed
his “gratitude” to all MPs for
“their valuable comments” at
the end, after earlier mount-
ing an opposition outreach
programme to ensure his
long-pending education Bills
get Parliament’s nod.

While Chandan Mitra of
BJP held Sibal had not been
able to allay fears that the up-
grade of Banaras Hindu Uni-

OPPOSITION OUTREACH

versity’s Institute of Technol-
ogy into a fullfledged IIT
would not diminish or “sub-
sume’ the university’s unique
culiure and heritage, he too
applauded the minister’s
*marked transformation”,
“He (Sibal) was at his per-
suasive best today...we saw
him in a different avatar,
Mitra said. Promptly added
Ravi Shankar Prasad from

the BJP benches, “And, we
want that avatar to continue
in the futureas well.”

The Institutes of Technol- -
ogy (Amendment) Bill, 2011,
already passed by the Lok
Sabha, seeks to set up eight
new IITs at Bhubaneswar,
Gandhinagar, Hyderabad, In-
dore, Jodhpur, Mandi, Patna
and Ropar and integrate
BHU-IT, within the ambit of
the act. All these institutions
shall be declared institutes
of national importance as
per the amended act.

The National Institutes of
Technology (Amendment)
Bill, 2010, also passed by the
LS, declares certain institu-
tions of technology as insti-
tutes of national importance
and seeks to add five Indian
Institutes of Science Educa-
tion and Research as insti-
tutes of nationalimportance.
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SIBAL WO0S
OPPN, GETS 2
KEY EDUCATION
BILLS PASSED

HT Correspondent

® lettors@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Human resource
development minister Kapil
Sibal, who managed to woo the
Opposition, got two key educa-
tion bills passed in the Rajya
Sabha on Monday.

The Institutes of Technology
(Amendment) Bill, 2011 —
already passed by the Lok
Sabha — will create eight new
1ITs and upgrade the Institute
of Technology, Banaras Hindu
University, as an IIT.

Many of the minister's bill
have got stuck in the past, but
on Monday Sibal was at his per-
suasive best as he wooed the
BJP with utmost humility.

"l am a humble man, Sir, try-
ing to serve in my little capac-
ity, in the interest of the future
of education in this country and
I am ready to be pilloried for
any wrong that 1 do," Sibal said,
"...[f there is any misgiving, one
would be ready and revisit in
the manner that members con-
sider it appropriate."

Earlier, BJP MP Chandan
Mitra had expressed appre-
hensions about the Jegacy of
BHU being lost due to the
change, but MP Dr Karan
Singh, while celebrating BHU,
said the IIT tag will give stu-
dents there better career oppor-
tunities,

Sibal told the House that the
BHU V-C would be chairper-
son of the board for the first
three years and then "nominate
somebody in his place as the
Vice-Chairman..." Mitra had
eatlier said the BHU V-C should
have been retained to maintain
the character of the institution.

The other bill passed, the
National Institutes of Techn-
ology (Amendment) Bill, 2010,
declares certain institutions of
technology as institutions of
national importance and seeks
to add five Indian Institutes of
Science Education and
Research as institutions of
national importance.
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Opp relents after

Sibal assurance on
BHU character

PIONEER NEWS SERVIGE B NEW DELHI

The Rajya Sabha on Monday passed two
important legislations — The Institute of
Technology (Amendment) Bill, 2011 and The
National Institutes of Technology (Amendment)
Bill 2011 — after the Government assured that
the character of the Banaras Hindu University
would not be disturbed while upgrading its
Institute of Technology.

Human Resource Development Minister
Kapil Sibal gave the assurance after BJP leader
Chandan Mitra demanded that autonomy of IT,
BHU, which was established before
Independence by Pt Madan Mohan Malvi
should not be curtailed and its identity sub-
merged in the name of upgrading and making
it an institute of national importance,

An amendment submitted by Mitra to
change the clause that pravided Vice Chancellor
of IT, BHU be the Chairman of IIT Board of
Governors for first three years of transition peri-
od be extended to per-
petuity was not admit-
ted on technical
grounds., But Mitra
vociferously protested
the provision to [ 7% e
demote the VC of B
BHU and make him [

Vice Chairman of the
IT, BHU, Varanasi after
three years.

Pointing to the
inter-disciplinary char-

acter of BHU, which also had medical and agri-

culture institates apart from engineering, Mitra
asked the Government not to inflict damage to the
heritage and character of the university by this deci-
sion. He was supported by many other members,
including Dharmendra Pradhan of the BJP.

However, Sibal justified the move to make
the VC Chairman of IIT for just three years of
transition pettod on the ground that generally,
a Vice Chancellor was an academician witha
huianity background while IIT was headed by
a technologist,

After serious debate the decision was taken
to appoint a technical expert as IT Director after
three years,

Sibat said that identity of BHU would be
retained in the name and the IT'T would be devel-
oped on the existing 300 acre of land and not
on 500 acre as required for an IIT. Also steps
would be taken to ensure that multi-disciplinary
research was not affected, he said.

Sibal, who was a persuasive best, even
assured to revisit the legislation after three years
if it was found tﬁat not making VC

Continued on Page 4
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Opp relents after Sibal assurance on BHU character

From Page &

the Chairman of ITT has affected the auton-
omy, identity or heritage of the institute. He was
also supported by Congress member and
Chancellor of BHU, Karan Singh who said that
students have not taken their degree for the past
two years as they are waiting for Parliament to
pass the Bill. .

Under this amended bill passed by voice vote
eight new Indian Institutes of Technology in
Bhubaneshwar, Gandhinagar, Hyderabad, Indore,
Jodhpur, Mandi, Patna and Ropar would be set.

The National Institutes of Technology
(Amendment) Bill, 2010 declares certain insti-
tutions of technology as institutions of nation-
al importance and seeks to add five Indian
Institutes of Science Education and Research
(established in Kolkata, Pune, Mohali, Bhopal
and Thiruvananthapuram) as institutions of
national importance.

It also specifies the members of Board of
Governors of each institute and establish a
Council for all Indian Institutes of Science
Education and Research.
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MIHIKA BASU
MUMBAL APRIL 29

I'TH many of its for-
mer students against
the Joint Entrance

Examination (JEE) reforms
preposed by the Ministry of
Human Resource Develop-
ment (MHRD), the 11T Bom-
bay Alumni Association (11T-
BAA) has now formed its own
panc! to come up with possible
solutions and suggestions. The
report is expected Lo be ready
soon.

This is in addition to the com-
mittee formed by 11T Bombay
to studv the changes mooted
and propose implementable so-
lutions.

Senates of some of the HTS,

including T Bombay, have op-
posed the rccent proposal to
change the JEE format.

“The views of the alumni are
in consonance with that of fac-
ulty members. We feel JEE, as
it stands today, may need some
modifications and tweaking but
not as suggested by the MHRD.
According to the ministry pro-
posal, 40 per cent weightage
will have to be given to stu-
dents’ performance in Class X1
Board exam. The results of all
Board exams are not declared
at the same time, which could
be problematic. Further, even
while the aspect of normalisa-
tion of marks is tricky, normalis-
ing scores itseil won't selve all
problems,” said an alumni.

Another alumni said with dil-

ferences across various boards
with respect to difficulty stan-
dards, among others, using a
candidate’s performance in the
Boards and normalising scores
could result in a “skewed and
Taulty” evaluation.

The proposed Indian Science
Engincering Eligibility Test
(ISEET) will have two parts —
main test and an advanced one.
It has also been proposed that
the exam will be conducted by
the CBSE in coliaboration with
the HTs.

“Having two fcsts is question-
able. Till now, the JEE was to-
tally in control of the 1ITs and
the faculty take pride in the fact
that they are the keepers of the
exam. However, many of us
strongly believe that with the

proposed reforms, muiltiple |

boards or boedies will get in-
volved and that could lead to
confusion,” said another
alumni.

Accordingly, the IITBAA is
in the process of collating sug-
gestions. It is also consuiting
faculty members and those who
have formerly been associated
with the JEE process.

“We are proud of the system
that has been in place at the
HTs and no reforms should be
rushed. We [eel the views and
suggestions of the alumni
should aiso be presented. The
report will be ready soon and
wifl be submitied to the IIT
Bombay committee, which is
deliberating on the matter,”
said an alumni.
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The report is expected to be ready
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AIEEE: No centre in city for engg exam,
students go to neighbouring states

RS

Students after appearing for the All India Architecture Examination at a centre in Sector 15, Chandigarh. The

students who appeared for the engineering examination had to go to other states.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, APRIL 29

TO APPEAR for the of-
fline All India Engineering/
Architecture Entrance Ex-
amination (AIEEE)} held
on Sunday, city students had
to travel 1o neighbouring
stafes, duc 10 absence of a
centre in the city.

Nearly 40,000 students
from Chandigarh, Panjab,
Haryana and Himachal

Pradesh appeared for
the offline examination
across 70  cenires in
Bathinda, Shimla, Hamir-
pur, Hisar, Faridabad and
Kurkshetra,

The examination will be
conducted online on May 7,
12,19 and 26 across 22 cities
of the country.

“This year, Centraj Board
of Secondary Education in-
troduced Assertion Reason-
ing questions in the AIEEE

pattern,” said Sangeeta
Khanna, Head of Chemistry
Coaching Circle.

B Mahapatra, Director
Aryans College of Engi-
neering (ACE) said, “The
examination was compara-
tively easier than last year,
however, the Physics section
was difficult.”

AIEEE is an all-India
COmMMON enfrance examina-
tion conducted by CBSE,
for admission to Engineer-

SUMIT MALHOTRA

ing and Architeciure/Plan-
ning programmes at the un-
dergraduate jevel.

The result of the test will
be declared on or before
June 15,

There were anly two cen-
tres in the city for All India
Architecture Examination
at Dethi Public School, Sec-
tor 40, and DAV School,
Sector 15. For the engineer-
ing exam, studenis had to
rush to other staies.
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IGNOU: Sibal rejects shortlisted
candudates for V-C’s post

ANUBHUTIVISHNOI
NEW DELHI, APRIL 30

ET another academic
—1 appointment process
has run into a contro-
versy, Human Resource Devel-
opment (HRD) Minister Kapil
Sibal has rejected all three can-
didates proposed by a search-
cum-selection committee for the
position of the vice-chancellor of
Indira Gandhi National Open
University (IGNOU) as he feels
they are not the best suited for
the job.The search-cum-selec-
tion committee was headed by
space scientist K Kasturirangan
and also had the UPSC chair-
man on board.

The HRD Ministry has now
referred the issue to the Presi-
dent of India, who is Visitor to all
central universities, to recom-
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KAPIL SIBAL
mend the next course of action,
that is, whether the same search
panel should suggest a fresh set
of candidates or a new search
panel should be ¢onstituted.
The move comes within days
of PILs being admitted by the
Delhi High Court challenging
the selection process for the posi-
tions of chairman and vice-chair-
man of the University Grants
Commission (UGC).
Those shortlisted by the com-
mittee were Prof D P Singh, for-

mer vice-chancellor of Banaras
Hindu University; Prof K K
Agarwal former V-C In-
draprastha University, Delhi;
and Prof Manoj Mishra, V-C,
Lucknow University.

Highly placed sources told
The Indian Express that while
those in contention for the 1G-
NOU V-C’s position included
some eminent IIT directors and
vice-chancellors who would be
more worthy of the job, they ap-
pear to have been purposefully
overlooked.

While the ministry has re-
jected all three candidates saying
they are not the ideal candidates
for the job, murmurs of the selec-
tion process being ‘designed’ to
choose certain candidates are
abuzz, New Delhi-based IGNOU
is the largest distance learning
university of the country that

Kalpatru Express Mathura 30.04.2012, P-1

o

caters to the educational needs of
over four million students,

The post of IGNQU V-Chas
been vacant since the time Ra-
jasckharan Pillai completed his
term in October 2011. The
search for his successor has had
its share of controversy. Well-
known agriculture scientist and
Rajya Sabha MP M § Swami-
nathan and NIIT chairman Ra-
jendra Pawar were originally on
the search-cum-selection panel,
but had to step down following
allegations of a conflict of interest
by the university staff. The IG-
NOU Board of Management

. headed by Pillai had nominated

the two to the selection panel
formed to search his successor.
As per norms, the two per-
sons nominated by board of
management should not be em-
ployed in any way by IGNOU,
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Med entrance candidates
to be fingerprinted now

M Ramya | ™

Chennai: Mobile phone jam-
mers and fingerprint scanners
will greet aspiring medicos
who appear for the All India
Pre-Medical/Pre-Dental Test
(AIPMT) at exam centres
across the country on May 13,
Candidates taking the exam
will also be videographed.

The Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education, which con-
ducts the test, has pulled all
stops to check malpractice. The
board has planned to take two
fingerprints and photographs
of examinees, which will be
matched with candidates later
at the time of counselling or
joining the college. As many as
30,788 candidates will take the
testthistime.

One mobile jammer is ex-
pected to be used for a room
seating 24 students. The jam-
mers are expected to block cell-
phone/bluetooth service at the
centre, including CDMA, GSM,
3G, 4G, spy camera and Wi-Fi.
Considering the power cuts,
agencies are planning to use
Jammers that work on battery.

“If any candidate is found
tohave indulged inanysuchac-
tivity, he or she shall be de-

barred from taking this exam
permanently in future and
shall also be liable for criminal
action,” the CBSE has said.

The banned items include
cellphones, pagers or any other
electronic gadget, everyday
utilities such as slide rules, cal-
culators, log tables, geometry
box and digital watches with
calculators. Text material,
printed or written, bits of pa
pers, envelope or any other ma-
terial except the admit card is
prohibited. So is fea, coffee,
cold drinks or snacks during
exam hours.

The board has identified 48
centres, including 12 in Kochi,
11 in Delhi, seven each in Luck-
now and Jaipur and one in
Chennai, where the security
measures will be in place.



